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Tue second Sunday in May was fixed 
upon a few years ago by the Unitarian 
Sunday School Society as the day upon 
which to ask for the annual contribution to 
its funds. That day is near at hand. The 
usual appeal will be made by the Directors 
of the Society; and we hope all upon 
whom this matter depends will give it due 
consideration. We believe a statement 
of the work the Society is ready to under- 
take, and of its need, is all that is wanted 
to open the hearts and purses of the liberal 
men and women of our denomination for 
its encouragement and support. 

The Society is formed somewhat upon 
the same basis as the American Unitarian 
Association. A payment of ten dollars 
constitutes a life-membership, and the pay- 
ment of fifty cents a year an annual mem- 
bership. If the teachers in our Sunday 
schools would generally become members, 
it would be a source of considerable in- 
come. The affairs of the Society are 
managed by a Board of Managers chosen 
at its Annual Meeting in October. 

The publications of the Society are the 
‘“¢ Dayspring,” ‘‘ Sunday School Lessons,” 
and the ‘‘ Teacher’s Guide,” and various 
Sunday-school text-books. In its work 
thus far in this direction it has been pretty 
well sustained; but it must go farther, and 
do better. 

When the ‘‘Dayspring” was made a 
monthly, it was with the hope of soon 
being able to return to a semi-monthly 
issue. How shall we meet .the increased 
expense, if that change is made? #We 


may be answered: ‘‘ By doubling the sub- 
scription price.” But the little magazine 
does much missionary work, and therefore 
does not meet its expenses now. It ought 
to do a great deal more missionary work, 
and it ought to be made just as attractive 
in appearance and rich in contents as any 
missionary worker in the field. It has a 
rich denomination behind it, and is the 
only publication for the young that denomi- 
nation is called upon to support. Let it 
be bandsomely sustained, and go wherever 
there are hands stretched out to receive it. 

The ‘‘ Lessons” and ‘‘ Guide,” we are 
happy to say, meet expenses. The demand 
for them much exceeds expectations. But 
the ‘‘ Guide” is not the teacher’s journal 
we ought to have. Sunday-school instruc- 
tion is increasing in importance. More 
reliance must be placed upon it in the 
future; and it must be made thorough as 
far as it goes, and more systematic. The 
“¢Guide” ought to be a general helper. 
School management, class management, 
infant-class exercises, concert exercises, 
ought to receive attention. Space should 
be afforded for the best thoughts, -best 
methods; and best results of teachers. 
It ought to have life enough in it to inspire 
a dead teacher, could such a one be found 
in a Unitarian Sunday school. It will be 
a happy day for us when we can put the 
imprint of the Unitarian denomination upon 
a teacher’s journal worthy the denomina- 
tion and the cause it has at heart. 

The Board of Directors, at their last 
meeting, instructed the Secretary to make 
arrangements for Teachers’ Institutes, wher- 
ever a desire was expressed to have them 
held. These will be attended with some 
expense, if well conducted. 
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Early this present month the Society will 
go into the new quarters of the Unitarian 
Association, at No. 7 Tremont Place. It 
is very desirable that it should commence 
business there on a little larger scale than 
in our present quarters. We ought to 
gather the best articles of Sunday-school 
apparatus, — maps, illustrations, mottoes, 
books, &c. This will require some outlay 
in the beginning; but it may cost nothing 
in the end, and will be a source of gratifi- 
cation and accommodation to all who come 
to us for the articles they need. 

There are special reasons why contri- 
butions made this spring will be an encour- 
agement and help. We hope, therefore, 
that all our societies will find it convenient 
on the second Sunday, or soon after, to 
answer our appeal. We wish that some- 
thing might come from every Unitarian 
society, —even though in many cases it 
were ever so little, — because we want to 
feel that all are interested in our work. 
We want the aggregate to be a liberal sum, 
because we desire to enlarge that work, and 
do it as never before. 


LESSON XVIII. 
. THE MEANING OF WORDS. 


Ty order to lighten the work a little in 
‘the lessons to follow, it seemed wise to give 
alesson on the different ideas sometimes 
expressed by the same words, according 
to the connection in which they are used. 
When words expressive of material things 
are carried over into the domain of mind 
or spirit, of course it must be with a cor- 
responding change in the idea represented. 
’ To a cértain extent, even young children 
have no difficulty in understanding what the 
word expresses in its new position. The 
inexact meaning which they give’ to even 
familiar words, and their imaginative fac- 
ulty which so early develops, help them 
in this. They use words metaphorically 
in their common conversation, and it is 
quite likely examples enough may be 
found in their own utterances to lead to an 
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understanding of what it may be desirable 
to explain to them. The little boy who 
said, ‘t Tell mother I kiss her in my heart,” 
knew what his words meant better than any- 
body could explain them to him; and both 
he, and the little fellow who came so near 
doing wrong that he ‘‘ cracked the com- 
mandment,” can be easily kept from taking 
words in a too literal sense. 

Do not attempt to lead the young too far 
in this direction. You only want to deal 
with that which comes within the range of 
their thought and experience, or can easily 
be brought in. A spiritual conception of 
God, of heaven, for instance, is very slowly 
reached. Very few men and women have 
grown into such a conception. It is easy 
to say, ‘‘ God is a spirit ;”” but te conceive 
of him as such is another thing. ‘The 
idea of a material heaven is not to be 
treated as an absurdity. It is always the 
first to come. Perhaps it may be said to 
be essential to the conception of a spiritual 
heaven. 

The process of development seems to be 
something like this. The earth comes first. 
The conception of heaven is the earth beau- 
tified and glorified, —a richer green, fairer 
blooms, more glowing skies, golden ways, 
and temples of precious stones. ‘There 
the good live freed from the troubles of this 
earthly life. No more sorrow, sickness, or 


death. God is there upon a high and mag- 


nificent throne, and bright angels adore 
him and do his bidding. By and by the 
child learns that his happiness on earth de- 
pends upon something in himself. He can 
be unhappy in the most beautiful garden. 
Anger can ruffle his spirit amid the calmest 
scenes. In certain disturbed conditions of 
his mind there is no more beauty in the 
piles of golden clouds that gather about 
the setting sun than in a sand-bank. Thus 
he learns how his own spirit makes the 
earth dull and harsh, or bright and win- 
some. From this he begins to learn in 
what heaven really consists, and grows into 
more spiritual conceptions. Let it be re- 
membered that the process is a growth; 
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that there is no such thing possible as tak- 
ing a child out of his range of ideas, and 
making him at home in another set of 
ideas. 

Many of the words of.Jesus will serve 
an excellent purpose in helping to an under- 
standing of what this lesson would teach. 
*¢ The good shepherd,” ‘‘ the way,” ‘‘ the 
dove,” “the vine.” Take this: ‘‘ I am the 
bread of life.” Explain first that ‘‘ bread ” 
is taken in a general sense for any sort of 
food; that it is the best word to be used 
because it represents the most common ar- 
ticle of food. You can show them also 
how ‘‘ meat” is sometimes used with the 
same signification, as when Jesus said, 
«« Labor not for the meat that perisheth.” 

Why do you eat bread? To support life. 
What life? The life of the body. If you 
did not eat, would your body die? Yes. 
There is a proverb, ‘‘ Bread is the staff of 
life.” Why does an old man carry a staff? 
To support his body that he may not fall. 
Why then may bread be called the staff of 
life? Because it supports life. Is ‘* staff” 
used in its common or literal sense? No. 
Is “bread”? Yes. Then you eat bread 
that your bodies may live. 

You have minds. What enables your 
minds to grow? Knowledge. Suppose 
we say, Knowledge is bread for the mind: 
do you see that it would be true? Yes. 
But do you mean real bread? No. What 
do you mean? That knowledge is for the 
mind just what bread is for the body. 
Very good. It is not so common to use 
the word ‘‘ bread” in this sense, as it is to 
use the word ‘‘ food.” We very often 
speak of knowledge as food for the mind. 

But you have a soul, — something within 
the body that is not body, that is not mind 

as we are now using the term. ‘This soul, 
or spirit, is your interior life. It uses the 
body, it uses the mind, for good or bad 
purposes as it will. It lives in a true sense 
only as it feels the presence of God, the 
power of his truth, the love of what is good 
and pure, the desire to do right, a sense of 
immortality. If your spirit does not rise 
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up above what is earthly, it is said to be 
dead. Now, who reveals God to you, tells 
you what your inner life should be, opens 
heaven to you, and tries to draw you up 
into it? Jesus Christ. Do you see, then, 
that what he teaches you, what he makes 
you feel, is bread for your soul? Yes; but 
he says that he is the bread? True; be- 
cause he was so filled with the spirit of 
God, because he so represented all holy 
influences in his person, that by taking him 
into your life, — that is, loving him with all 
your heart, and living according to his 
spirit, — your soul would always feed upon 
that bread that comes down from heaven. 

In how many senses have we used the 
word ‘‘bread”? Three. What may we 
call the first bread? Bread for the body. 
The second? Bread for the mind. The 
third? Bread for the spirit. 

In some such way as this the young may 
be led up into a higher and more spiritual 
knowledge. 

The last chapter of the Book of Ecclesi- 
astes may afford a pleasant and useful exer- 
cise in connection with this lesson. 

The preacher says, ‘‘ Remember thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth,” before 
old age comes. Then he makes his exhor- 
tation more impressive by describing old 
age, and its result. e 

‘‘ While the sun, or the light, or the 
moon, or the stars be not darkened.” 
What occasions this darkening? ‘The fail- 
ure of the eye-sight. ‘‘ Nor the clouds re- 
turn after the rain.” This is an allusion to 
the winter season in that climate. The 
clouds constantly return, and rains are 
exceedingly frequent. In the summer sea- 
son the skies are continuously clear. How 
does it express the condition of age? Life 
is continuously dull and wearisome. There 
is no longer that gay, hopeful spirit that 
makes every thing so bright. 

‘‘When the keepers of the house shall 
tremble.” Whatis the house? The body. 
What are the keepers? The arms and 
hands. They work for its support. How 
they tremble in extreme age! ‘* The strong 
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men shall bow themselves.” Have you 
noticed how the spine in old people curves, 
and they walk bent over? ‘‘The grinders 
cease.” The teeth. They are few, and 
can no longer masticate food. ‘‘ Those 
that look out of the windows be darkened.” 
The eyes become dull. ‘‘ The doors shall 
be shut in the street when the sound of the 
grinding is low.” The door is the mouth. 
As there can be no masticating, there can 
be but little eating; and the chewing with 
the gums is done with the mouth tightly 
closed. ‘‘ He shall rise up at the voice of 
the bird.” Old people wake very easily. 
The first chirp of the morning bird will 
wake them. ‘‘The daughters of music 
shall be brought low.” The hearing is so 
imperfect that there is no enjoyment of 
singing. 

“¢ When they shall be afraid of that which 
is high.” Old people are very timid, and 
avoid high places because of their feeble- 
ness. ‘‘ Fears shall be in the way.” The 
old are afraid to walk in the public streets. 
‘The almond-tree shall flourish.” The 
blossoms of the almond-tree are white. 
The hair in old age turns white. ‘‘ The 
grasshopper shall be a burden.” The 
smallest weight is burdensome to old peo- 
ple. <‘‘ Desire shall fail.” There is no 
longer any looking forward to enjoyment 
in this world, and scarce a wish for any 
thing im life. Then comes death, repre- 
sented under different figures. 

In this way a familiarity with figurative 
language is gained, and the way opened 
for an understanding of much that would 
otherwise be a closed book. 


LESSON XIX. 
THE BAPTISM OF JESUS. 

Ir is evident that Jesus during his youth 
and early manhood lived a very quiet life. 
No manifestations on his part had led his 
neighbors to expect any thing remarkable 
from him. Nathanael, whose home was in 
Cana, but a few miles distant from Naza- 
reth, had never heard of him. 
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This can easily be accounted for. Jesus 
in his boyhood was all alive to the mys- 
teries of the law, and eagerly sought the 
teachings of the doctors. He could not be 
satisfied with husks. His soul longed for 
the divine meanings of the Mosaic require- 
ments. He began to feel a personal com- 
munion with God, and the spiritual world 
was gradually opening to him. Finding 
himself borne away from the great mass of 
his nation, out of sympathy with them in 
their spiritual pride and outward worship, 
he withdrew within himself, and pondered 
the great questions that pressed upon him 
for consideration. 

There is no intimation that he failed in 
the duties of a Jewish citizen. He, no 
doubt, attended at the synagogue with his 
neighbors, and went up to Jerusalem at the 
feasts. He learned a trade, as was the 
custom among the Jews, dnd probably that 
of his father. Justin Martyr, who wrote 
early in the second century, mentions that 
Jesus was regarded as a worker in wood, 
and made ploughs and yokes, thus setting 
before men the ‘‘symbols of righteousness, 
and teaching an active life.” 

His mother may have known something 
of what was passing in his mind. He may 
have met his cousin John at Jerusalem, or 
the two may sometimes have visited each 
other, and conversed together. But his 
internal life was out of the sphere of the 
men by whom he was surrounded at Naza- 
reth or whom he met on his journeys. The 
heavens were opening to his inmost mind, 
and his communings were with the Father 
of Spirits. 


JOHN’S PREACHING. 


He reached the age of manhood, the age 
when it was customary for the priests to 
enter upon the duties of their office. There 
came up to Galilee rumors of the Great 
Prophet who was rebuking the people for 
their sins, and calling upon all to repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven was at hand. 
All Jewry was excited and expectant. 
Galileans from the lake side, from Cana 
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and other villages, were moved ‘to go 
to the Jordan, to hear the wonderful 
preacher. Jesus heard of him at Naza- 
reth, and felt that the time had come to 
step forward into a more public life, and 
enter upon the work the Father had given 
him to do. He left his Nazareth home, 
travelled across the intervening country to 
that part of the Jordan, probably the ford 
near Jericho, where John was baptizing. 
Here he joined the crowd from all the coun- 
try round, and listened to John’s message. 
It may be the two had opportunities of 
conversing together, and entering into each 
other’s thought. 


THE BAPTISM. 


Finally Jesus presented himself for bap- 
tism. He would acknowledge John as a 
Prophet, and submit to that rite which he 
had established as emblematic of a new life. 
John hesitated. He had had glimpses of 
the purity of the soul before him, and been 
awed by its wonderfully clear conceptions of 
truth and duty. ‘‘ I have need to be bap- 
tized of thee, and comest thou to me?” 
‘* Suffer it to be sonow.” Let me conform 
to the established order, and thus “ fulfil all 
righteousness.” 

Jesus went down into the water, and 
perhaps John went down with him. There 
is too much uncertainty in regard to the 
mode of baptism to warrant any positive 
statement here. The idea connected with 
John’s baptism was that of cleansing. The 
Baptists are sure that John went down into 
the water with his converts, and dipped 
them beneath the surface. Others say he 
stood upon the shore, and poured the water 
upon them as they stood in the stream. 
Then there is another idea, that he stood 
upon the bank and pronounced some for- 
mula while they washed and dipped them- 
selves. But it is no matter how the rite 
was administered. What it symbolized is 
clear ; and any one of the three forms would 
answer to the idea. The present modes of 
baptism will be considered when we reach 
the subject of Christian baptism. 


114 


HEAVEN OPENED. 


As Jesus came up out of the water ‘ the 
heavens were opened to him;” ‘‘he saw 
the heavens opened,” or “praying, the 
heaven was opened.” The young upon 
reading the accounts of the baptism in the 
Gospels, at once conclude that there was an 
opening in the sky overhead, and a dove 
flew down and lighted upon Jesus; and 
that all this was visible to the assembled 
multitude. But the slightest consideration 
of the words, as quoted above, shows that 
they imply nothing of the sort. Whatever 
the scene described, it was something in 
the personal experience of Jesus. He had 
not submitted to John’s baptism in any 
merely formal way. He was intensely in 
earnest. The moment was to him one of 
supreme importance. ‘To the truth that 
John proclaimed he bore a willing testi- 
mony ; but in the depths of his spirit he was 
seeking communion with the Most High. 
«Praying ” as he went up out of the water, 
‘‘the heavens were opened unto him.” 
How are the heavens opened to prayer? 
Surely none will say in any material sense. 
The eyes of Jesus may have been open as 
he walked; but he saw not, because of the 
heavenly glories that were revealed to his 
inner sight. It was a spiritual experience, 
an intense realization of spiritual things, 
such as has come in kind to many of his fol- 
lowers since, such as had come in kind to 
holy ones before. It marked an influx of 
spiritual power, symbolized by the descend- 
ing dove. ‘ 


THE REVELATION TO JOHN. 


All that the Baptist testifies in regard to 
himself is: ‘‘I saw the spirit descending 
from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon 
him ” (John i. 32). In each of the Gospels, 
the expression is the ‘‘ spirit like a dove.” 
There is no assertion in regard to a dove, 
but there was a manifestation which was 
said to be like a dove, or that it came 
like a dove. What was this manifestation ? 
Manifestly nothing that the crowd saw. 
There was nothing that led them to look 
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upon Jesus as the Anointed One. Some 
of them accepted John’s testimony after- 
wards, and followed Jesus ; but, for aught 
‘that appears, the baptism of Jesus did 
not differ to them from the baptism of 
others. 
Yet the Baptist was somehow impressed 
with the peculiar sanctity of Jesus. He 
knew that his own work was a preparatory 
one. It was the burden of the spirit to his 
soul that a greater was to come. And now 
at this baptism there came the surety that 
here was the greater. The light that illu- 
‘minated the soul of Jesus may have shone 
from his countenance with that dove-like 
purity and sweetness, irresistibly suggestive 
of the Holy Spirit of God, and marking 
him as anointed from on high. 
But, however this may have been, the 
important fact is that, in some way, John 
knew Jesus to be the Christ. 


THE DOVE. 


This was the sacred bird of Syria, even 
pagan Syria. It was a profanation to eat 
its flesh as food. The Law of Moses pro- 
vided that doves should be offered as sacri- 
fices to God, but no other birds. The dove 
was thus even more prominent among birds, 
in the sacrificial law, than the lamb among 
beasts. The white dove, seeming the very 
impersonation of purity, gentleness, love, 
became the emblem of the Holy Spirit. It 
was a dove that came to Noah with the 
olive-branch, as a token of God’s reconcil- 
iation. How natural that, in the descrip- 
tion of this baptismal scene, the Holy Spirit 
should be said to descend like a dove, and 
remain upon Jesus, as a token of his recon- 
ciling ministry ! 


THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN. 


“«« And lo, a voice from heaven!” 
there came a voice from heaven.” <‘‘ Anda 
voice came from heaven.” Such are the 
expressions of the gospel-writers. The 
voice said, ‘‘ Thou art my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.” Who heard the 
voice? It is not stated. To whom were 
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is,” 


the words addressed? To Jesus. 
thew, however, by writing, ‘‘ This 
instead of, “¢ Thou art,” implies that they 
might have been addressed to John, or to 
those present. 

We shall get the idea, probably, by re- 
garding the voice as the impression made 
upon John. He was conscious that the 
divine favor had been manifested towards 
Jesus. The meaning of it in his conscious- 
ness was, ‘This is the beloved Son of 
God.” That was borne in upon him with 
irresistible power. It was God’s voice in 
his soul. In representing it in another 
way, this divine favor would seem to be the 
voice of God saying to Jesus, ‘‘ Thou art 
my beloved Son.” ‘Lo, a voice from 
heaven ” in its literal sense, seems tame in 
comparison with regarding it as a sudden 
divine assurance in John’s consciousness. 


‘ LESSON XX. 


THE TEMPTATION. 


Tue subject of this lesson has been 
treated in a great variety of ways by the 
numerous writers who have undertaken its 
elucidation. With their speculations we 
have nothing to do. We find. recorded in 
the Gospels an account of something that 
occurred in the experience of Jesus, which 
is called his ‘‘temptation.” In the words 
of the record, he was ‘‘ forty days tempted 
of the devil.”” Whatever the form in which 
the temptations came, they must have ex- 
erted an enticing influence upon him, or 
they were no temptations. Considerations 
must have come into his mind, harmonizing 
with certain temporary inclinations, and 
tending to blind his inward vision, and 
make a less self-denying course, than that 
revealed by the Spirit in his most exalted | 
moods, seem right to him. This view does 
not assert any love of evil in Jesus. Even 
the Trinitarian believes in his human na- 
ture, and must admit the influence of that ~ 
human nature upon his life. It is impossi- 
ble to conceive of a human life out of the 
sphere of temptation. The better the life, 
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the fairer the guise the evil suggestion puts 
on. Evil must show as good before it is 
embraced. 


WHAT TEMPTATION IS. 


The scholars may be unable to define the 
word ‘‘ temptation,” or even to understand 
the meaning as given in dictionaries. But 
by turning their thoughts inward upon their 
own experiences, they will see just what the 
feeling or influence is that we call tempta- 
tion. Indeed, young people sometimes use 
the word in such a way as to show that they 
have a better understanding of it than many 
theologians. Something is held out to a 
boy as an inducement to do a certain thing. 
“Oh, no!” he says: ‘‘ that’s no temptation ;” 
or he says, ‘‘ That does not tempt me at all.” 
He means it has no influence uponhim. He 
will not call any thing of that sort a temp- 
tation. Yet there have been theological 
writers who have maintained that Jesus was 
tempted by what had no effect upon hifh, 
the temptation consisting in what the devil 
said or showed, and the resistance in the 
answer Jesus made. 

Suppose boys are passing by a field in 
September, and see a chestnut-tree full of 
burrs. They stop and gaze, and enjoy 
visions of nutting excursions by and by 
when the frosts come. But there is no 
temptation to meddle with the chestnut- 
burrs. The boys go on a little farther, 
and see just beyond the fence a tree laden 
with large, ripe, red apples. There is no 
need of Satan’s standing there to say, 
‘* Boys, here are just the best apples you 
ever ate in your life, —come, jump over.” 
The boys all want those apples, and’ if any 
one of the boys has not bad much moral 
training, and is not much given to moral 
considerations, he starts for them as soon 
as he has looked round to see if it is safe 
for him to do so. Another boy has some 
conscience, and hesitates. But the desire 
for the apples bears down conscience, and 
. over the fence he goes. Another boy wants 
_ the apples just as much, but he has been so 
taught and trained that he cannot do wrong 
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to get them. There is a strong power- 
within holding him back. The two boys 
may try in all ways to coax him over; hold 
up the fairest and ripest apples; eat them 
as if such apples had never been tasted 
before! He longs to share the apples with 
them; but no, it will not be right, so he 
turns away. Now what is it here that we 
designate by the word temptation? The 
poor apples are guiltless of any wrong. 
They only grew because they could not 
help growing. ‘They grew fair and hand- 
some and luscious because it was God’s will 
that they should thus grow; and it was his 
will that they should thus grow that they 
might be attractive and give delight, and 
be wanted. We say sometimes that apples, 
or other things, tempt children; but then 
we use a figure of speech. 

We may look upon the two boys, who 
are endeavoring to get the third boy in 
their company as tempters, and so indeed 
they are. But how? The apples have ex- 
cited that boy’s desire. These boys are 
endeavoring to increase that desire. They 
may, also, endeavor to confuse his ideas, 
and weaken his perception of moral dis- 
tinctions, that they may get him in their 
company. ‘This in men we call Satanic. 

But the root of the temptation, and all 
the real trial; are in the boys themselves. 
They want the apples. The circumstances 
are such that it is not right for them to have 
the apples. The rule of right must never 
be swerved from. That is the law of con-— 
science, the law which expresses the soul’s 
relation to God. Now what is the strength 
of each boy’s determination to keep this 
highest law? That is what is to be tested. 
The first boy breaks down at once. His 
desire for the right is as nothing in compari- 
son with his desire for sensual gratification. 
The second boy has a little moral strength, 
but the strength of his appetite soon over- 
whelms it. he third boy is strong in his 
moral purpose. The seductive influences 
act more powerfully upon him, perhaps, 
and more continuously; but he is able to 
resist. It may have cost an effort, a great 
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~effort; but the victory won, the evil influ- 
ences depart. 

Shall we not say, then, that temptation 
in the personal experience is the trial of 
strength between the real desire for some 
sensual or inferior gratification, and the 
determination of the will to keep the law 
of right? And when in a direct issue the 
desire for the lower gratification must fail, 
does it not sometimes enlist the reason and 
sentiments in its behalf, and endeavor to 
show that it is itself in accordance with the 
rule of right? In its etymological sense, 
temptation means a trial or a test; in its 
moral sense, a test of man’s moral pur- 
pose; in its spiritual sense, a test of his 
spiritual insight, his power of discovering 
the truth, and detecting falsehood me error 
under all disguises. 


“Flim there they found 
Squat like a toad close at the ear of Eve, 
Assaying by his devilish art to reach 
The organs of her fancy, and with them forge 
Illusions as he list, phantasms and dreams. 


Him thus intent Ithuriel with his spear 
Touched lightly; for no falsehood can endure 
Touch of celestial temper, but returns 

Of force to its own likeness.” 


THE DEVIL OR SATAN. 


As there are evil men, we will not say 
there are not evil spirits. But the idea 
of an all-powerful everywhere-present evil 
spirit, a personal devil, is not suggested to 
us by any thing we read in the Bible. 
There is light in the world: it comes from 
the sun. But there is no need of inventing 
an orb of blackness to account for dark- 
ness. 

Life on earth is a struggle. Death lurks 
for us in the shape of innumerable diseases, 
indulgences, and activities; in storm and 
calm; on land and sea. But we do not 
find it necessary to believe in death as an 
intelligent being, battling against life, and 
determined to hold all things under its 
sway. 

The spiritual life is no less a struggle. 
Its arch-enemy lurks everywhere in the 


THE TEACHER’S GUIDE. 


shape of enticements to evil; in the display 
of sensual delights and worldly good; in 
personal rivalries and ambitions; in per- 
versions of the intellect; in the confusion 
of vision; in evil examples. Call this arch- 
enemy devil, Satan, the prince of darkness, 
any thing you please; but there is no need 
of making him an invisible, personal spirit, 
everywhere present, with an intelligent 
purpose of breaking down the power of 
good, and circumventing the Creator of the 
universe in his benevolent designs. 

Let Satan stand as the impersonation of 
all the influences that come out of the world 
of sense, or from evil existences, to blind 
the vision, pervert the judgments, and cor- 
rupt the hearts of men; the impersonation 
of all that is in opposition to the coming of 
the kingdom of God; the reign of truth, 
righteousness, and peace. 


THE TEMPTATIONS. 


*After his baptism, Jesus withdrew to the 
solitude of the wilderness to spend some 
time in meditation and prayer. He felt a 
new, strong life springing up within him, 
and his mission was opening before him. 
He felt there was a divine purpose to be 
accomplished in his life. What was he to 
do? How was he to proceed? As yet all 
was not clear. He must go into retire- 
ment, come into a close communion with 
the Father, and be taught of the Spirit. 
This was the divine impulse within him. 

The wilderness is thought by some to be 
Mount Quarantana, a steep rocky moun- 
tain, north-west of Jericho, the name of 
which is suggested by the fast of forty days ; 
and by others to be the mountains of Moab, 
east of the Jordan. 

The forty days may possibly express an 
indefinite time, covering the period of his 
retirement, whether longer or shorter. ‘The 
fasting was not probably an absolute absti- 
nence from food; but had reference to the 
scanty subsistence the wilderness afforded. 
Matthew refers to the temptations as taking 
place after the forty days, and Luke as ex- 
tending through the forty days. The latter 
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is most probably the correct view. During 
this retirement, under the influence of the 
Spirit, the opinions and plans of Jesus were 
taking shape. Unless we suppose that the 
_ Spirit had taken possession of him in such 
a way as to destroy his personal conscious- 
ness, it seems impossible that different 
modes of procedure should not have pre- 
sented themselves. These temptations show 
the nature of the conflict that took place in 
the mind of Jesus. 
THE FIRST TEMPTATION. 

He was hungry. He saw no means of 
satisfying his hunger. It occurred to him 
that he had power to turn stones to bread. 
Should he do so? No. Why not? That 
would not be trusting in divine Providence. 
It would be using a power that was given 
him for a high purpose for personal grati- 
fication. He will not show distrust in God; 
but will keep the law of the spirit, though 
he starve. éj 

This explanation confines the temptation 
to one simple suggestion for a specific pur- 
pose. But we may give it a broader sig- 
nification. Shall he use his powers in 
providing for a life of sense; live on the 
lowest plane? It was common for men to 
live so. Ina time of perplexity and bodily 
weakness, such a suggestion would come 
very naturally to any one. Shall he look 
out in all that he does to provide for him- 
self? No: ‘* Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God.” Not the lower 
life is to be considered alone; but always in 
connection with the higher. Life 
keeping the whole law of God. 


is in 


THE SECOND TEMPTATION. 


He wishes the people to believe in him, 
and receive his message. How shall he 
bring that about? Do some wonderful 
thing before them. Leap from the pinnacle 
of the Temple before the assembled crowd, 
and be buoyed up, so. that no harm shall 
befall. He had resolved to trust to Provi- 
‘dence for bread: let him trust in Provi- 
dence to a still greater extent. No: this 


would be ‘‘ tempting” God. It would be 
pushing things too far, asking for a pro- 
tection in a case where he would have no 
right to expect it. 

This admits a broader signification. The 
temptation was so to live as to gain the ap- 
plause of the people, to excite wonder and 
admiration. How naturally this might have 
come to Jesus without any thought of peril- 
ling the work given him to do. Let him 
thus draw the people to him, and how easy 
to instruct them, to lead them into the 
truth. But no: this would be stepping 
outside the established order. God’s bless- 
ing is not here. ‘‘ The kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation.” 

Mr. Sears, in ‘‘ The Fourth Gospel the 
Heart of Christ,” makes the ‘‘ pinnacle of 
the Temple” symbolic of the highest place 
in Jewish ecclesiasticism, the High Priest- 
hood. The temptation was to fall in with 
the Jewish ecclesiastical organization, to fill 
its forms with a new spirit ; and raise Juda- 
ism to a glory never before known. 


THE THIRD TEMPTATION. 


The Jews were looking for a Messiah 
who should build up a temporal kingdom. 
Shall he fall in with that idea, and use his 
power in building up a kingdom that should 
overshadow the earth? Instead of living a 
life of self-denial, persecuted and hated of 
men, why may he not mount a throne, and 
have their reverence, and command their 
obedience ? Let him but bow down to the 
spirit of worldly glory, devote his high 
powers to the realization of the suggestions 
of a worldly ambition, and the kingdoms 
of the world would be at his feet. But 
no: God only must be served. He must 
rise out of a world of sense, above the 
sphere of vulgar wonder, beyond all 
worldly conquerors, and through a life of 
self-denial, through death, if need be, es- 
tablish the spiritual kingdom of truth and 
righteousness. 

CONCLUSION. 


The conflict in the mind of Jesus is pre- 
sented in dramatic form by the New Testa- 
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ment writers. Whatever was known in 
regard to that conflict must have been de- 
rived from Jesus himself. It seems per- 
fectly natural that these suggestions should 
have come to him at that time with great 
power; that his spirit should pass through 
all these phases, before he would see his way 
clear, and throw himself unreservedly upon 
the teaching of the spirit. Then must have 
come great peace, and clear vision. The 
heavens were thrown open to kis soul, and 
he was conscious of angel-ministries. 


LESSON XXI. 
THE FIRST DISCIPLES. 


Ty the Gospel of John we find no allu- 
sion to the ‘* Temptation,” as that is fully 
recorded in the other Gospels. But for 
the events in the life of Jesus from the 
‘¢Temptation” to the Baptist’s imprison- 
ment, and the return of Jesus into Galilee 
from the passover at Jerusalem, we are 
wholly indebted to John’s Gospel. It is 
thus this Gospel supplements the others, 
giving what the synoptists passed over 
lightly, or knew nothing about. And this 
John was able to do from his early associa- 
tion with Jesus, and his close attendance to 
the end. 

Some very able critics are quite sure 
John was not the writer of this Gospel. 
But our faith in his authorship has never 
been shaken. As we believe no man ever 
lived who could have written this Gos- 
pel but John, ‘the beloved disciple,” we 
shall be likely to abide in that faith. 

After Jesus returned from the wilderness, 
he came where John was baptizing. John 
sees him approaching, and directs the at- 
tention of the people to him, by the words, 
“Behold the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world.” The lamb 
symbolized innocence, mildness, meek suf- 
fering. The ‘‘ Lamb of God,” because 
these qualities grew out of his perfect 
trust in God. He ‘‘ taketh away the sin of 
the world” by leading men into a purer 
life. 
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The next day John and two of his disci- 
ples were together as Jesus walked by. 
He directed their attention to him as the 
“Lamb of God.” They followed him. 
Jesus, seeing them following, stops and 
asks them what they seek. He invites 
them to his place of shelter, and they 
spend the rest of the day with him, after 
Andrew had found his brother Simon and 
taken him with them. That John was the 
disciple with Andrew is quite certain. 
John keeps himself in the background all 
through his record. He is sometimes ‘‘ that 
other disciple,” but the ‘*1” doesn’t ap- 
pear from beginning to end. ‘The latter 
part of that day John, Andrew, and Peter 
spent in conversation with Jesus. Jesus 
told Simon that his name should be Cephas, 
a stone. Cephas comes from a Hebrew 
root, signifying ‘‘ stone; ” but the name by 
which Simon is generally called in the Gos- 
pels, and by which he is known, is from the 
Greek, petros, signifying ‘‘ a stone.” 

The next day Jesus findeth Philip of 
Bethsaida, and calls upon him to follow. 
As far as we know, Philip was the first who 
heard from the Master’s lips that gracious 
invitation, afterwards extended to all, 
“‘Follow me.” But Philip must find his 
friend Nathanael. The good he has found 
must be shared with him. 

These five men were Galileans, and were, 
no doubt, all disciples of John. They were 
in that vicinity as his disciples to listen to 
his preaching. Now they travel with Jesus 
back into Galilee. They follow him upon 
John’s testimony ; follow him, little know- 
ing what is before him and them. ‘‘ The 
Messias, which is being interpreted the 
Christ,” will lead them into a kingdom 
far different from that of which they now 
dream. 


NATHANAEL, 


In neither of the other Gospels is Nathan- 
ael mentioned. In John’s Gospel Barthol- 
omew is not mentioned. For this and some 
other reasons it is thought that Nathanael 
and Bartholomew were the same person. 


‘throughout its whole length. 


ow eS SO 
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The latter name means ‘‘ son of Tholmai,” 
— Nathanael, son of Tholmai. John gives 
him the first name, and the other writers 
designate him by his family name. He can 
scarcely believe any good thing can come 
out of that despised city Nazareth, but will 
go and see. The peculiar greeting that he 
receives, and the revelation that Jesus 
makes to him, so excites his astonishment, 
that, convinced at once, he knows himself in 
the presence of God’s Anointed, of Israel’s 
King. 

Again we have the phrase, ‘‘ heaven 
open.” Nathanael has been surprised that 
Jesus saw him when he was under the fig* 
tree. He shall see greater things. The 
spiritual world shall be opened to him, and 
its mysteries revealed. He shall under- 
stand the nature of those spiritual influ- 
ences that issued from and descended upon 
the Son of Man. 


THE TEMPLE AND ITS SERVICES. 


Dr. Barcuiay quotes, from the letter of 
Aristeas to his brother Philocrates, the 
following account of the Temple and its 
services : — 


*« Jerusalem is situated in the midst of 
mountains on a lofty hill, whose crest is 
crowned by the magnificent Temple, girt 
with three walls, seventy cubits high, of 
proportionate thickness and length, cor- 
responding to the extent of the building. 
Its costly portals, with its jambs and lintels, 
were very worthy of admiration; and the 
veil, resembling gates in appearance, was 
a pleasing object to contemplate, as it 
waved perpetually to the passing breeze 
The altar, 
suitable to the place, and to the burnt 
sacrifices that were offered thereon, had an 
ascent well arranged for the services of 
the priests, who ministered in garments of 
fine linen reaching to their ankles. The 
Temple had an eastern aspect; its spacious 
court, paved throughout with marble, cov- 
ered immense reservoirs containing large 
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supplies of water, which gushed out by 
artificial contrivance to wash off the blood 
of the numerous sacrifices offered there on 
the festivals. The order and reverence 
of the ministering priests, and the undi- 
vided attention with which they waited on 
their respective duties, many of which were 
very arduous, were truly admirable. To 
some was assigned the charge of the wood; 
to others, the oil, or the fine flour, or sweet 
spices; others exhibited great strength and 
dexterityin heaving and burning the holo- 
causts of bullocks and sheep. Yet such 
deep silence prevailed that you would 
imagine the place to be devoid of men, 
although there were seven hundred min- 
istering, and a vast multitude more bring- 
ing up the sacrifices. With such awe 
and reverence, worthy of a great Deity, 
were the proceedings conducted. Nor did 
the High Priest Eleazar inspire less vene- 
ration while performing the sacred service, 
setting off to the best advantage his vest- 
ments of glory and beauty, adorned with 
precious stones, and surrounded at the 
skirts with golden bells, alternated with 
pomegranates, girt about with a richly 
variegated girdle; bearing on his breast 
the oracle, set with twelve different stones, 
according to the names of the tribes of 
Israel; and on his head the mitre, worn 
over the linen bonnet, and exhibiting the 
name of God engraven on a golden plate 
over the forehead.” 


LESSONS FOR NEXT MONTH. 


‘Tun Marriage at Cana;” ‘* Expulsion 
of the Traders from the Temple;” ‘* The 
Conversation with Nicodemus;” ‘‘ The 
Conversation with the Woman of Sama- 
ria;” and a ‘‘ Review.” 


BOOKS OF REFERENCE. 
“Tue Fourth Gospel the Heart of 
Christ,” ‘‘ Ecce Homo,” and Beecher’s 
‘Life of Christ” will be found to present 
interesting views of one or more of the sub- 


jects treated this month. 
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A TEACHER’S EVENING PRAYER. 


JxEsus, Brother, and Consoler, 
One before Thee bends, 
Worn and weary with her labor, 
As the day descends. 
May she on that Arm be stayed, 
Whose power the troubled seas obeyed. 


Jesus, Brother, and Consoler, 
Oft Thy sleepless eyes 

In communion with the Father 
Saw the morning rise. 

Iam mortal: let me sleep, 

While their watch the angels keep. 


Jesus, Brother, and Consoler, 
Wakened by the sun, 

May my soul in true submission 
Say, ‘‘Thy will be done.” 

And the day be bright and clear, 
As the night was dark and drear. 


Jesus, Brother, and Consoler, 
Crown me with Thy meekness, 
And the garment of Thy strength 
Fold around my weakuess. 
Sow Thy good seed in my heart, 
Let it there in freshness start. 


Jesus, Brother, and Consoler, 
May Thy presence stay, 
While my little lambs I’m feeding, 
By my side each day. 
While I lead them, lead Thou me: 
Draw us all still nearer Thee. 


- 


* Religious Magazine. 


WHICH WAY IS THE BEST? 


How best to reach the heart of the Sab- 
“path school scholar, was the theme of dis- 
cussion at a recent gathering of Sabbath 
school workers. Many were the wise sug- 
gestions offered. One superintendent said 
he had a teacher in bis school whose class 
was always running over full. He had con- 
tinually to take from it to fill up others. 
The secret of this he found in the fact that 
the teacher was very apt in illustrating her 
lessons, using a pencil and cards, and mak- 
ing drawings whenever the nature of the 
subject admitted of it. Another superin- 
tendent rose to say that he, too, had just such 
a teacher. But her success was due to a 
different cause. It was her personal inter- 


THE TEACHER'S GUIDE. 


est in the joys and sorrows of each little 
one. Before the exercises commenced, she 
would ask about the sick sister at home, or 
the baby, or mamma; and thus she won their 
hearts, and secured their attention to lessons 
when the time came. 

But a third speaker, a pastor, had sucha 
teacher to speak of. Her class was always 
full, and some of the little ones had become 
Christians. To learn her secret, he inquired 
one day of one of the class, ‘‘ What makes 
you love your teacher so?” <‘‘ Oh, she tells 
us about Jesus till she cries,” was the reply. 


* THINK, SPEAK, AND LIVE TRULY. 


“Tou must be true thyself, 

If thou the truth wouldst teach; 
Thy soul must overflow, if thou 
Another soul wouldst reach; 

It needs the overflowing heart 
To give the lips full speech. 
Think truly, and thy thought 
Shall the world’s famine feed; 
Speak truly, and thy word 
Shall be a fruitful seed; 
Live truly, and thy life shall be 
A great and noble creed.” 


ConvERSATION.—I would establish but 
one great general rule in conversation, which 
is this, —that men should not talk to please 
themselves, but those that hear them. 
This would make them consider whe‘ her 
what they speak be worth hearing ; whether 
there be either wit or sense in what they 
are about to say; and whether it be adapted 
to the time when, the place where, and the 
person to whom, it is spoken. 

Steele. 
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LESSON XVIII. — THE MEANING OF WORDS. 


“The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.’’— JOHN Vi. 63. 


“ Help, Father, that Thy doctrine sound 
May be our heart’s best treasure; 
And that Thy blessed word be found 

A source of life and pleasure.” 


* 


Look around. What do you now see? 

How do you see these things? : 

What do you call those who cannot see? 

If you say, ‘I see what it means to forgive 
oe do you mean that you see with your 
eyes? 

What do you mean? 

Jesus says the pure in heart shall see God. 
Does he mean see him as you can see your class- 
mates? 

Can our eyes see a spirit ? 

[The common meaning of see you understand. 
The other meanings you cannot understand so 
well now. ] 

Your mother tells you to do right. Your Bible 
tells you to do right. Your conscience tells you 
to do right. Does each tell you in the same way ? 

Can you explain how it is each tells you? 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 
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If I say your heart beats fast, what do I mean 
by heart? 

What do I mean by heart, when I say you 
have a kind heart ? 

Do you know what a bridle is? 

How would an hostler bridle a horse? 

How can you bridle your tongue ? 

The stars of heaven. Our Father who art in 
heaven. Does heaven have the same meaning in 
each sentence ? 

What is your idea of heaven ? 

How do some people get a wrong idea of what 
the Bible teaches ? 

[By taking words in their common or literal 
sense, which the writers used in another and 
better sense. ] 

Ms ought the Bible and all good books to be 
read 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


What is meant by the Jiteral sense of words? 

What is meant by the metaphorical, or jigura- 
tive, sense ? 

[ Metaphor is a word made of two Greek words, 
which mean to carry over. For instance, voice 
denotes the sounds that issue from the mouth. J 
hear your voice. In this sentence the words have 
their literal signification. J heur the voice of con- 
science. In this, neither hear nor voice can be 
taken literally. They may be said to have been 
carried over from the sphere originally assigned 
them into another. ] 

‘“Thy word is a lamp to my feet.” 
you explain this statement ? 

“The Lord God is my sun and shield.’? What 
are the metaphors here, and what do they ex- 
press ? 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.” 
What did he mean by light, and what by world? 

The Bible words are often spoken of as having 
a spuritual sense. What does that mean to you? 

Do you not think that restoring the physically 
blind to sight is suggestive of restoring the spirit- 
ually blind? 


How will 


What is it to be spiritually blind ? 

What is the meaning of the word heaven ? 

[It comes from the word heave, in the sense to 
heave up. It means therefore raised wp, as the 
sky above us. | 

Read Psalm civ. 12; Matt. xxiv. 80; Isa. xiii. 
10; and. 1 Kings viii. 27. -What is meant by 
heaven in each ? ; 

[These verses suggest to you successively high, 
higher, and still higher regions. The ancient 
Hebrews looked upon what we call the sky as a 
dome raised high above the earth. Above this 
dome was the dwelling-place of God. They knew 
nothing of the nature and vast distances of the 
heavenly bodies — nothing of the infinite extent 
of space in all directions from the earth. ] 

When Jesus said, ‘‘ The kingdom of heaven is 
within you,’’ what did he mean by heaven ? 

[You will see that Jesus leads you away from 
the thought of a heaven in space to the idea of 
heaven as a condition of the soul. ] 

In considering the words of Jesus, why should 
we not always be satisfied with their literal signi- 
fication ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


Words : generally first used as expressive of things of sense; afterwards of things of the spirit. 


Analogy between the material universe and the spiritual. 


but a higher state in life. 


Heaven: not a higher location in space, 
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LESSON XIX.—BAPTISM OF JESUS. 


[MATTHEW IIL. 13-17; MARK I. 9-11; LUKE III. 21, 22.] 


“ And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water; and lo, 
the,heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove, and lighting upon him.” — MATTHEW iii. 16, 


“ Spirit of Truth, who makest bright 
All souls that long for heavenly light, 
Appear and on my darkness shine! 
Descend and be my Guide divine!” 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


How old was Jesus when he conversed with 
the doctors in the temple ? 

What is the next recorded event of his life? 

[Matt. iii. 13.] : 

How old was he at that time? 

[Luke iii. 23.] 

Did he probably learn his father’s trade? 

(Mark vi. 8. There is a very old tradition 
that he made ploughs and-yokes, and other things 
needed in farming. | 

Did the people all through the Jewish provinces 
hear about John’s preaching ? 

What did Jesus do when he heard of it? 

[Matt. iii. 18.] 

What did being baptized of John mean? 

[It meant acknowledging him to be a true 
teacher, becoming his disciple, and living a re- 
formed life. ] 


John said he baptized with water unto repent- 
ance,—did he think Jesus needed such a baptism ? 


phen. iii. 14.] 
What people need to repent, or reform their 
characters ? 

As Jesus went up from the water of the Jor- 
dan what occurred ? 

[Matt. iii. 16, 17.] 

Who saw this sight and heard this voice ? 

[Jesus, according to the accouuts of the bap- 
tism; and John, also, as in John i. 32.] 

Do you suppose they saw with their eyes, and 
heard with their ears ? 

[Perhaps you do. But these verses may be a 
beautiful way of stating how the spirit of God 
revealed itself to their souls, and opened their 
minds to the truth. ] 

Do you not think the gentle dove a beautiful 
emblem of God’s loving Spirit ? 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


Does it seem strange to you that nothing is re- 
corded of the life of Jesus from the age of twelve 
to thirty ? 

Should you suppose from this that he lived a 
quiet, ordinary life, outwardly ? 

Did his neighbors discover that he was a man 
of remarkable gifts? 

[Matt. xiii. 54-56.] 

Can you think of any reason why he may have 
thought much, but talked little? . 

Was the truth revealing itself to him in agree- 
ment with the teachings of the Jewish doctors, or 
in opposition ? 

When he heard of John’s preaching what was 
he moved to do? 

How did John receive him? 

Does the conversation that took place between 
them imply that they knew each other? 

Read John i. 81-34. What idea does this give 
you in regard to John’s previous knowledge of 
Jesus ? 

How can the seemingly differing statements be 
reconciled ? 

[John was personally acquainted with Jesus; 
knew something of his exalted ideas, and of the 
purity of his life. But he did not know him as 
the Christ till the baptism.] 


What did Jesus, in his answer to John, mean 
by fulfilling all righteousness ? 

Can you tell how the rite of baptism was per- 
formed ? 

[It seems clear that Jesus went down into the 
Jordan. But it is not clear that John went down 
with him. The latter may have stood upon the 
bank, while his conyerts, at his word, dipped or 
bathed themselves in the running stream as em- 
blematic of the washing away of the impurities of 
their lives.] 

“The heavens were opened.” 
heavens or the spiritual heavens ? 

How can there be an opening of the visible 
heavens ? 

How of the spiritual? ” 

[The revealing of any truth to your mind, or 
the coming of any experience into your life, which 
reveals to you what heaven is, may be called the 
opening of the heavens to you. | 

“This is my beloved son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” Can we think that this was spoken in 
words ? 

Was the “yoice”’ heard by the natural ear, or 
was it a revelation to the soul of John? 
ee then would you explain the verse, Matt. 
iii. 17% 


The visible 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. = 


The probable life of Jesus at Nazareth; his acquaintance with John; the effect of John’s preach- 
ing upon him; why he submitted to John’s baptism; the meaning of that baptism; the opening of 


the heavens; the dove; the voice. 
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LESSON XX.—THE TEMPTATION. 


[MATTHEW IV. 1-13; MARK I. 12, 13; LUKE IV. 1-13. 


“ Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive 


the crown of life.” — JAMES i. 12. 


“If ought should tempt my soul to stray 
From heavenly wisdom’s narrow way ; 
Still he, who felt temptation’s power, 
Shall guard me in that dangerous hour.” 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


Do you understand what it is to be tempted ? 

Were you ever tempted to eat too much ? 

Was it the good food that led you to eat too 
much, or your love of eating good things? 

If a man sees money and steals it, what is it 
that leads him to steal it? 

For what reasons are lies sometimes told ? 

Do you not see that the leading away to do 
wrong is not in things outside of you, but in your 
desires ? 

[Outside things excite your desires, and thus 
are said to tempt you. ] 

How is it that one person can tempt another to 
do wrong ? 

Can you conceive of any thing more wicked 
than for a man to tempt a child to do wrong? 

Now there is a good deal of this tempting 
power in the world. It is in our appetites and 
passions, and in wicked men. What is the com- 
mon name for it? 

[The devil. There is no such being as a real 


devil. But this evil influence that reaches every- 
body we conceive to be a wicked being, and call 
him devil or Satan, just as we sometimes conceive 
that sweet influence that causes the flowers, to be 
a beautiful female, and call her Flora. ] 

What do you read in James iv. 5? 

If then every time you feel inclined to do 
wrong you resist, what will be the result ? 

Where did Jesus go after his baptism ? 

[Matt. iv. 1.] 

Why did he go there? 

[For meditation and prayer; to prepare himself 
for the great work he had to do. ] 

Read Matt. iv. 1-10. In how many ways was 
Jesus tempted ? 

Did Jesus resistfand then was it as you read 
in James ? 

Is it wicked to have a temptation come to you? 

What is wicked ? 

Do the angels come to you in good thoughts 
and happy feelings when you resist temptation ? 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


Where was the wilderness to which Jesus re- 
treated ? 

[Probably the wild, rocky, and mountainous 
region north-west of Jericho. ] 

Did he go there for the purpose of being 
tempted ? 

[Often the result is put for the purpose. It may 
be said of the ill-fated passengers of the Atlantic, 
they went on board to meet their death. } 

What is being led of the spirit ? 

Are we to suppose that Jesus actually ate 
nothing during the forty days? 

Is it possible to interpret this account of the 
temptation in a literal way ? : 

[Try. Imagine Satan talking with Jesus; 
carrying him to Jerusalem and putting him on a 
pinnacle of the temple; taking him to an exceed- 
ing high mountain and showing him all the 
kingdoms of the world. Where is such a moun- 
tain? The literal interpretation only gives ab- 
eedltys 

Is it likely that any different tempter came to 
Jesus than comes to us all? 

How then did these temptations come to him? 

What was the first ? 

What would have been the wrong in yielding? 


[Each one of these temptations represents a 
whole class, Jesus here lays down the principle 
that man is not to labor to supply his physical 
wants alone, but must keep in view the higher 
purposes of life, and observe the law of the spirit 
though the body starve. | 

Can you think of this temptation as coming to- 
men in any other form ? 

What was the second temptation ? 

What would have been the motive in yielding 
to this ? 

Are men greatly influenced by this motive ? 

In what sense is the word “tempt” used in the 
reply of Jesus ? 

What was the last temptation ? 

What do the words of Satan, ‘“ Fall down and 
worship me,’’ imply ? 

Do men ever gain power by worshipping Satan ? 

What does Jesus in his answer declare as the 
unalterable rule ? 

Will not the determination to serve God under 
any and all circumstances always win the victory 
over evil? 

The victory won, what followed? 

How do you understand the words, the “angels 
came and ministered unto him.” 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


_ Led by the spirit into the wilderness; object; the tempter; nature of temptation; the form in 
which temptations came to Jesus; these temptations such as are incident to human nature; the 


victory; the angel ministry. 


128 


am 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


LESSON XXI.—THE FIRST DISCIPLES. 


[JOHN I. 35-51.] 


* 


« And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.” — J OHN i. 37. 


‘The sheep who know the shepherd’s tone 
Delight to hear his voice ; 
His guiding way becomes their own, 
His wish their willing choice.” 


FOR YOUNG eee uals. 


Which of the Gospels was the last written ? 

[The Gospel of John. ] 

Was it written by John the Baptist or John the 
Apostle ? 

Upon returning from the wilderness where did 
Jesus spend a few days? 

[Near the place where John the Baptist was 
preaching and. baptizing. ] 

Who came one day while Jesus was there, to 
find out who John was? 

[John i. 19.] 

Did John make any reference ‘to Jesus in his 
reply to them? 

[Verses 26, 27.] ; 

What happened the nextggay, according to 
verse 29? . 

Did John call the attention of the people present 
to Jesus? 

The day after this (verses 35) 36) oe oc- 
curred ? 

Why do you think John called Jesus the Lamb 
of God? 

What did these two disciples do? 

Who were they? 


FOR OLDER 
BD 00s each of the first three Gospels give a con- 


secutive account of the life of Christ, or simply the | 


great events of his life without strict regard to 
their order of succession ? 

[These are sometimes called the “synoptic” 
Gospels, as giving a general view of the life of 
Christ. ] 

What seems to have been the purpose of John 
in writing the fourth Gospel ? 

{To supply the deficiencies of the other Gospels; 
to give facts and conversations which were either 
unknown, or were passed over by the synoptic 
writers. | 

What do the synoptic writers mention as 
occurring next after the temptation. 

[Matt. iv. 12; Mark i. 14; Lukeiv. 14. They 
refer to what took place some months after. The 
intervening time is filled up by John’s narrative. | 

What sort of an expression is ‘‘ Lamb of God 2”’ 

What does it suggest to you, and why is it 
appropriate ? 

“Which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
How does that apply ? 


_ [Verse 40. The other was no doubt the writer 
‘of this Gospel, John the Apostle. ] 

“What did Andrew immediately do? 

[Verses 41, 42. ] 

Must they not have had a happy time with 
‘Jesus the rest of that day? 

a day following (verse 43) what did Jesus 
do 

Was Philip glad to follow him? 

But in his joy whom does he first go for? 

Must not Nathanael have been a very good 
man to have merited what Jesus said of him, 
verse 47 ? 

Who was he? 

{An inhabitant of Cana. He is supposed to be 
the Bartholomew of the other Gospels. The other 
disciples mentioned in this lesson lived at Beth- 
saida (Beth-sa-i-da), on the sea of Galilee, or in 
its vicinity. ] 

In the journey they were to take homeward, 
how far had they to travel ? 

[About sixty miles.] 

Name the five who are mentioned in this lesson 
as joining themselves to Jesus. 


SCHOLARS. 


Who were the first two disciples mentioned ? 
Why is not the name of the apostle John men- 


tioned in this Gospel ? 


Why were these men, who became disciples of 
Jesus, at Bethabara ? 

Was the Baptist pleased to have them leave 
him and follow Jesus ? 

Why did Nathanael think no good thing could 
come out of Nazareth ? 

[This village was in very bad repute among 
the Jews. ] 

Did he let his prejudices keep him back from 
Jesus?” 
' What surprised him when he met Jesus? 

What was strange in regard to this? 

What was the effect upon Nathanael? - 

[Verse 49. Nathanael was doubtless engaged 
in prayer and meditation under the fig-tree. | 

“Ye shall see heaven open;’’ what does this 
mean? 

“Angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man;” is this to be taken literally? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


Why only in John’s Gospel; the Baptist's testimony; the Lamb of God; the redatnens to go to 
Christ; Nathanael under the fig-tree; heaven open; angels ascending and descending. 


